OUR MARINE ENVIRONMENT IS SUEEERING

The western Indian Ocean hosts some of the world’s most
precious habitats and species. Coral reefs, mangrove

natural resources for the human inhabitants of the
region. Yet, with coastal populations rapidly growing
unchecked, human activities such as over-fishing and
coastal development are damaging these previously
pristine resources and may ultimately lead to their
destruction. In addition, the impacts of climate change
have the potential to cause devastating effects on fragile
marine ecosystems, having already destroyed 80% of
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THE SOLUTION -

We need to address_the lack-of local expertise in marine
resource monitoring and management activities. Only by
training local.people can we halt the loss of these

habltats on-whlch future geheratlons depend.
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A t“m ing academy.in Mauritius wiII be created to serwce
- _theregion, providing the knowledge and sk skms that are so
_urgently required. The academy, due toopen. in 2008,
shall offer a range of internationally-accredited courses.
These will enable the future managers of fisheries, =
: ma’rine parks-and tourism to protect the mavine s

“wenvironment from: the |mpacts of human act|V|ty and
: understand the |mphcatleﬁs”éf climate chang%

Participants from the reglon will also benefit from
. sul@.s_z dized ‘coulse fees’ and -sc’holarships )
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